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INSPIRATION | At home with

REINVENT PROPERTIES SINCE 1970
Smart Renovation by Superior Living is one of the UAE’s leading renovation and project management companies. 

A group of selected contractors, they’re equipped to take on projects of any size, from small-scale office makeovers  
to complete villa transformations. The company’s specialist team turnsdreams into reality – the smart way.
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Step into the Raven-

Wrights’ Boho inspired 
Dubai Hills garden 

We believe that great design should be enjoyed and celebrated every day, but 
with a new year just around the corner we’re breaking out the gold, glitter, 
garlands and good times with plenty of season inspiration for every home. 
There’s also another reason to celebrate interior design excellence as Prime by 
Betterhomes unveils the inaugural edition of the Dubai’s Top 50 Homes awards 
(page 50). Remarkable homes and equally remarkable homeowners, interior 
designers and architects are invited to enter, so read on to find out how your 
home or project could be a winner. And we’ve packed this issue with plenty 
more insight: from a master class on candy colour (page 8) and how to go 
‘70s retro with a contemporary twist (page 10), to taking a peek at model and 
influencer Caroline Labouchere’s multisensory Jumeirah Heights duplex (page 
28). Enjoy this issue of Better Living – happy reading!

Visit us at blivinguae.com and follow us on 
Instagram at @blivinguae

Welcome to the issue
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UNLOCK A 
PREMIUM EXPERIENCE

Spectacular designs meet the finest craftsmanship in furniture pieces 
that spell class and sophistication; A collection that boasts stellar 

quality and timeless elegance.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Final Better Living AD R1.pdf   1   17/11/2022   3:40 PM

5

7

8

On-our radar....
GOLD RUSHGOLD RUSH

: 
1 Gold Frida Kahlo print, Dhs 57, INK & 

DROP  2 Beaded scallop cushion cover, 
Dhs 130, AMARA.COM  3 Bash gold 

beverage tub, Dhs 460, CRATE AND 
BARREL  4 Apollo mirror, price upon 

request, BOCA DO LOBO  5 HKLiving 
gold teapot, Dhs 290, URBAN NEST  6 
Ivory and gold tamo ash backgammon 
set, Dhs 15,421, IWOODESIGN  7 Bora 

Bora dog cushion, Dhs 946, FLUM 
MANUFAKTUR  8 Mottled rose gold 

pumpkin light, Dhs 109, LIGHTS4FUN

wishlist | INSPIRATION
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It’s the season of celebration, 
so go for gold and get in the 

party mood with a gilded 
collection of home and 

lifestyle accessories

3

Add a subtle golden 
accent to a neutral space 

or go full-on glam 

4

1

6
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WHAT IS IT?
Inspired by memories of sweet treats 
from favourite childhood candy stores, 
this is all about taking a plain canvas 
and working with artworks and 
accessories to build a colour-infused 
space that isn’t (necessarily) over the top. 
From subtle pastels to bold statement 
saturated shades, you can choose to 
gently accessorise or dive headlong into 
a full sugar rush-inspired tonal palette.   
 
ABOUT THE STYLE
Candy colours have always had a 
place in the home; a classic children’s 
nursery being a prime example. They 
have, however, become increasingly 
popular more recently thanks to 
mainstream brands and retailers, who 

Candy Candy 
colourscolours

Miri Khayat from 
MNK Interior Design 
@mirinajariankhayat

have introduced fun, candy-
inspired colours to their ranges, 
from affordable homeware 
products to wall treatments. The 
beauty of this style is that it is truly 
customisable – you can bring it to life 
with the addition of a single statement 
piece or theme an entire room.

HOW TO NAIL IT
Subtle hints. If you’re not sure of your 
comfort level with candy colours, start 
with a soft pastel bed sheet, cushion 
cover, or sofa throw – items that can 
easily be swapped out if you’re not 
convinced that this is really your style. 

Don’t mix ‘n’ match. Stick to the 
same palette by focusing on soft pastels 
or bold candy neons but don’t mix the 
two together. This avoids creating a 
space that feels disjointed or over-styled 
with no place for the eyes to focus.

Power of three. If this is your first 
venture into the candy world, take time 
to source pieces that really speak to 
you – you want to look around the room 
with a smile on your face. I recommend 
selecting just three items that blend 
perfectly together and make you happy.

Let art speak. The use of artworks 
to illustrate a theme is a great way 
to get on board with candy colours 
without decorating an entire room. 
Think pop art-style visuals, floral 
collages, or even go literal and buy 
one piece to adorn a plain wall.

Kitchen perfect. Design-led appliance 
brands have been forerunners of candy 
colour palette adoption, from fridges 
to toasters. But even the simplest 
touch, such as a pastel flower-filled 
vase or storage containers for tea 
and coffee, can embrace the theme.

How to master...How to master...

Clockwise from top: Collide poster, Dhs 65, 
Desenio; In a Bow paperweight by Miri Khayat, 
Dhs 180, Artsugar.co; Abissal crystal glass table 
lamp, Dhs 10,789, Micucci Interiors; Cashmere & 
merino throw in Kensington Blush, Dhs 477, Lime 
Lace; Overbeck & Friends treasure box, Dhs 148, 
TakaTomo.de, Toaster, Dhs 749, SMEG

INSPIRATION | design workshop

Kasual Collection, Covet House 

CEREMON Y OF ZEN
A homage to mindfulness: a balanced bathroom

design blends with high qualit y material combinations.
w w w . d u r a v i t . c o m

ZENCHA
Design by Sebastian Herkner

DME_BetterLiving_Zencha_205x280.indd   1DME_BetterLiving_Zencha_205x280.indd   1 11.10.22   10:1711.10.22   10:17



That ‘70s ShowThat ‘70s Show
Retro mix ‘n’ match exuberance is back in fashion
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OKA UK

An aesthetic antidote to post Vietnam War 
disillusionment, the 1970s was a riot of no-holds-barred 
colour, pattern and flamboyance that emerged amid 

a pivotal decade of global change. Half a century later, that 
liberating technicolour spirit is alive and kicking once more 
with resurgent interest in the era led by world-renowned 
brands such as Ligne Roset, Milan Design Week, and the 
reappearance of terrazzo, cane, modular seating and macramé. 
Nisrine El Lababidi, Design Director, Harf Noon Design 
Studio, shows how to break all the rules with ‘70s style.

That ‘70s ShowThat ‘70s Show

trends | INSPIRATION
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Groovy waves, 
geometric and floral 
prints are perfect in 

smaller spaces such 
as powder rooms 
or hallways, where 
they make a strong 
statement without 

overpowering

TIPTIP

The Curious Department



Add a ‘70s touch 
with a retro lighting 

fixture. Domed 
mushroom lamps, 
wicker lampshades 

and layered geometric 
pendant chandeliers 

embody the era

TIPTIP

MIX EARTHY AND BRIGHT. 
Don’t shy away from bright exuberant 
colours but do temper them with 
muted earthy shades, which are 
making a real comeback. Contrast 
earth tones and even a warm beige or 
more daring cobalt blue with a dash 
of red and turquoise; or go full retro 
and pair browns with burnt orange 
and mustard yellow. Mix and match to 
your heart’s content across cushions, 
carpets and decorative accessories.

LOSE YOURSELF IN PATTERN. 
Paisley can be polarising, but if there 
was ever an opportunity to indulge your 
love for patterns, it’s now. Patterns of 
every kind are currently celebrated, 
from psychedelic saturation and swirling 
narratives to cool geometric shapes and 
bold floral prints in contrasting colours. 
Local emporiums Urban Nest and The 
Bowery Company retail some funky 
decorative pieces that tick the style box.

ADD TEXTURE AND CONTEXT. 
Open-plan living is big right now, so 
add personality to a social space with 
L-shaped sectional seating a perfect 
conversation starter; and layer up 
with plenty of faux fur, felt, shag pile 
and macramé accents, as well as a 
hint of vintage terrazzo. High-profile 
brands such as B&B Italia, CB2 and 
Ligne Roset are top drawer furniture 
brands that don’t disappoint.

WOOD IS THE WAY TO GO. Mid-
century design was still making its 
presence felt throughout the decade and 
teak wood furniture epitomises this 
era. Smaller scale pieces that work well 
in different rooms are characteristic 
of the time. Check out La Brocante in 
Dubai’s Al Quoz district for vintage 
furniture finds while West Elm is the 
home of modern mid-century treasures.

INVEST IN AN ICON. While an 
original Henrik Thor-Larsen Ovalia 
Egg Chair commands a high price 
on the vintage market, modern 
variations are easily sourced and add 
distinctive voice to a more subtle design 
interpretation. Hanging chairs are 
another ‘70s staple that are perfect in 
a garden or balcony setting and, if you 
love a touch of eccentricity, a sculptural 
hand chair is always a talking point.

INSPIRATION | trends
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A TIME FOR REFLECTION. 
Sunburst mirrors were riding high on a 
wave of popularity in the 1970s, with the 
same design motif applied to wall clocks. 
Create a visual point of difference with a 
brass and gold framed mirrored gallery 
wall. Take it a step further and paint 
the wall a fabulously retro avocado 
green, which is currently making a 
major comeback via everything from 
accessories to kitchen cabinets.

Urban Nest

Mindthegap Evie and Skye cushion

Jord Home

Porcelain Superstore

blivinguae.com  | 13

Annie Sloan



blivinguae.com  | 15

day in the life | INSPIRATION

7am
It’s always a mad rush to get 
the children ready for school, 
but once they’re out the door 
I have a peaceful moment 
to myself, which normally 
includes copious cups of tea, 
cuddles with my dog, and 
catching up with Instagram 
and the news.  If the weather’s 
good, I’ll sit in the garden and 
enjoy the birdsong.  

8.30am
Time to catch up on emails 
and check on incoming 
orders made through my 
online store. I design and 
manufacture lampshades, 
home lighting, decorative art 
and small furniture. with 
everything co-ordinated from 
my home studio, including 
packing and dispatching 
orders! 

11am
Mid-morning coffee in hand, 
I’m currently working on 
marketing my latest product 
design, the rechargeable 
cordless Bambusa lamp, 
which can be customised with 
interchangeable lampshades, 
including bespoke hand-
painted options.

12pm
This is my most creative time 
of the day. With Freddy and 
Fluffy, my furry best friends, 
at my feet, I often put my 
phone on silent and listen to 
music while designing. I’m 
currently working closely 
with skilled craftspeople 
located in India, China 
and Uzbekistan, and it is 
important to me that my 
brand showcases ethically- 
and sustainably-sourced 
artisanal textiles.

1pm
I grab a quick lunch and 
invariably have another 
scroll through Instagram. 
It’s a tragic addiction but I 
get a lot of ideas, particularly 
from other designers around 

the world. I also appreciate 
the platform it gives me to 
connect with clients. 

3-7pm
The school run is followed 
by a whirlwind of driving 
between after-school activities, 
homework and cooking, 
although without fail I always 
read with my children at 
bedtime. Then I feed the dog, 
cat, chickens, giant tortoise 
and the latest addition to our 
menagerie – my daughter’s 
bearded dragon lizard.

8.30pm
If I’ve not already got my 
PJs on or am out for dinner 
at one of Dubai’s fabulous 
restaurants, this is when I 

Juggling a busy family and product design business,  
Victoria Cronin (@victoriacroninstudio) is lighting up the 

world one bespoke lampshade at a time 

OF A PRODUCT DESIGNER

Victoria Cronin

collapse and wind down by 
watching something mind-
numbing. You can often find 
me on my computer again, 
dealing with admin for 
well-known local non-profit 
organisation Gulf for Good in 
my role as trustee and director 
of charity partnerships. I 
previously worked in the 
international development 
industry, and really enjoy still 
being able to contribute to a 
good cause.  
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Beata Pekalska, abstract artist and owner of Bea Bea Art Studio, 
(@beabea.artstudio) talks all things small and beautiful

Senior Operations Manager for Home Furnishings at Alshaya - responsible 
for Pottery Barn, Pottery Barn Kids, West Elm, and Williams Sonoma - 

Joshua Placer shares his advice for finding a look that speaks to you
Selecting art for a small spaceSelecting art for a small space

Art brings interiors to life. It adds 
personality and character to any space and sets 
the mood of your home through the choice of 
style, colour palette and textures. Various studies 
have shown that being surrounded by art has a 
positive impact on our mental health, and that’s 
why finding the perfect artwork for your space is 
so important. 

Small spaces can make a big statement. 
Carefully placed artwork has the potential to 
make a compact interior appear bigger and 
enhance even the smallest room in the home. If 
you prefer to leave walls bare, consider placing 
your art pieces in unusual places to make an 
even stronger visual statement. For example, 
a big piece on the floor against a wall, smaller 
pieces stacked in a corner, or on the kitchen 
counter.

Celebrating small interiors with big 
art pieces is what I do. It’s both easy and 
interesting to fill space with a single large piece 
when you have less space to fill, as it essentially 
creates a focal point. With 
landscapes, in particular, you can 
‘break the walls’ to the outdoors 
and bring nature and space inside. 
Rules are made to be broken 
in my opinion and it’s a case of 
considering interior style and 
homeowner personality. Art should 
make the space complete and 
achieve a balanced look, which 
can be done by following a similar 
colour palette, framing style, or 
subject matter. But we can also 
break those rules by mixing styles, 

frames, texture and colour schemes to build a 
more interesting and eclectic effect. 

Style is entirely subjective but, from my 
experience working on so numerous local interior 
design projects in the UAE, I would suggest 
looking at abstract artwork that provides a 
stunning focal point; contemporary landscapes 
to bring the peaceful beauty of nature indoors; 
or textural art, that adds a rich and interesting 
dimension. 

It’s worth checking out what other people 
have done. I’ve had the pleasure to create art 
pieces for various projects where space was an 
issue. The majority have actually been large pieces 
placed in high visibility areas, such as at the 
entrance to a room or behind a sofa. I’ve worked 
with some fantastic small space expert designers 
including Designlet by Sana (@designletbysana), 
Mizanna Designs (@mizannadesigns) and The 
Niche Corner (@thenichecornertnc).

Inspirational art is everywhere. If you’re 
unsure what could work in 
your studio apartment or 
powder room, pop into one of 
the many showrooms such as 
Wood & Steel (@wood.and.
steel), hit up the galleries 
at Alserkal Avenue (@
alserkalavenue), or visit the 
region’s largest contemporary 
retail art fair, World Art Dubai 
(@worldartdubai). And there is 
also a thriving community of 
local artists ready and willing 
to create custom pieces.

Small spaces can make a big statement. Carefully placed 
artwork has the potential to make a compact interior appear 

bigger and enhance even the smallest room in the home

AASSKK  TTHHEE  EEXXPPEERRTT

INSPIRATION | expert advice

blivinguae.com  | 17
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The great outdoorsThe great outdoors
Al fresco living is back on the menu, so 
make the most of your outdoor space 
with 10 garden essentials for the season

1 The ultimate gift 
for the grill fiend 
who has everything, 
a vintage styled 

corrugated iron sign can 
create a talking point and 
add a pop of colour to a 
plain exterior wall.
La Hacienda BBQ party wall sign, Dhs 69, 

ehdxb.com

ADD A SPLASH OF ISLAND 
COLOUR AND SOME HIPPY VIBES 
TO A GARDEN, TERRACE, OR EVEN 
APARTMENT BALCONY WITH A 
RETRO HAMMOCK. WE LOVE THE 
STURDY BRISA HAMMOCK, WHICH 
IS BIG ENOUGH FOR TWO.
Brisa hammock, Dhs 599, desertriver.shop

Sales of portable pizza 
ovens exploded during the 

pandemic, so if building your 
own brick and mortar pizza 
oven sounds like a faff, a 

sleek, gas-fuelled alternative 
could be the perfect outdoor 

kitchen addition.  
OONI gas pizza oven, Dhs 2,696, 

woodandgas.com

We love the idea of a cordless, 
rechargeable garden lamp that 

shines for up to 20 hours, and this classy 
little number ticks all the boxes. 

Bambusa portable table lamp, Dhs 520, victoriacronin.com  

33

desertriver.shop

Outdoor rugs have definitely 
upped their style game in recent 
times. UV-resistant materials, 
easy to clean, and water and 
weather resistance are obvious 
non-negotiables but why stop 
at practical when you can be 
Instagrammable as well? 
Fatboy Carpretty frame rug, Dhs 1,199, 

desertriver.shop

22

55
44

The great outdoorsThe great outdoors

6

blivinguae.com  | 19

NO NEED TO SACRIFICE SAFETY FOR 
STYLE WHEN IT COMES TO OUTDOOR 
DINING. THE IDEA OF USING MELAMINE 
MAY SEEM DATED BUT WITH HAND-
PAINTED DESIGNS NOW DIGITALLY 
TRANSFERABLE ONTO ALMOST ANY 
SURFACE, YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST  
OF BOTH WORLDS. 
Puebla Outdoor Entertaining Collection, from Dhs 139, 

potterybarn.ae

For instant ambience and the opportunity 
to recreate campfire moments, a fire pit 
or fire bowl is a modern-day garden 

must-have. Get the kids making s’mores 
and cosy up together on a cool December 

evening for some quality family time.
BX Outdoor Fire Bowl, Dhs 699, dubaigardencentre.ae

Whether you’re a charcoal and flame 
purist, or have thrown your hat in the gas-

fired ring, there’s a braai for everyone. 
You can’t go wrong with Weber and this 

upgraded classic even comes in cool 
blue. Just remember to always use FSC-

certified firewood sourced through a 
reputable supplier.

Weber Master-Touch portable barbecue, Dhs 1,549, 

bbqdxb.com

IF YOU WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO GROW UP WITH A 
TREEHOUSE IN THE BACK GARDEN, YOU’LL REMEMBER 
WHAT A MAGICAL PLACE IT WAS. TEMPT THE KIDS AWAY 
FROM THEIR SCREENS WITH A CUSTOM-MADE PLAYHOUSE 
OF THEIR VERY OWN (GROWN-UPS NOT ALLOWED!).
House of Timber custom wooden playhouse, price upon request, dubaigardencentre.ae 

1010

styling advice | INSPIRATION

77A TIMELESS PIECE OF GARDEN 
FURNITURE, A LAWN SWING 
REMAINS A PERENNIAL 
FAVOURITE. FIND A FAVOURITE 
CORNER OF THE GARDEN FOR 
THIS GORGEOUS PAOLA LENTI 
SWING AND CLAIM IT AS YOUR 
OWN PRIVATE RETREAT FOR A 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON SNOOZE 
OR FRESH AIR READING NOOK.
Wabi Swing by Paola Lenti, price upon request, 

purity.ae

88

99



Showcase your personal 
style this season

Infuse Infuse 
festive festive 

flair into flair into 
your your 

homehome
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festive flair  | INSPIRATION

It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year, or so the song goes, and with 
a duo of year-end celebrations 

to prepare for, many of us will be 
bringing boxes overflowing with 
memories out of storage or picking up 
new treasures to add to our collections. 
We get an insider look at what’s hot on 
the festive décor scene in conversation 
with Sam Hood, co-founder and chief 
creative offer at amara.com; Rhena 
Ahmadie, Senior Visual Merchandiser, 
and Rasha Madi, Interior Designer, 
Crate and Barrel; Luiza Jodziewicz, 
Regional Interior Design Leader, 
IKEA; and Hanne Gokstad, Collection 
Conceptualiser, THE One. 

Nostalgia vibesNostalgia vibes
Bright and bold meets fun and quirky 
is the Amara festive mantra with Sam 
also noting a trend towards a more 
“dreamy, enchanted theme-inspired 
look” based on light pink and cream 
palettes, with jewelled ornaments 
adding an “ethereal” touch. Hanne, 
meanwhile, opts for a homely style 
that is both comforting and nostalgic. 
“We also see a lot more natural and 

organic elements being used, such 
as paper, wood, stone and rattan. 

By using greens and wood in a 
neutral, light coloured, white 
and cream interior, you 
immediately add comfort 
and warmth,” she says. 
Luiza is also picking up on 
the nostalgia vibes. “It is 

the time of year when your 
home becomes a symphony 

of friends, family, food and 
delight. This is where the magic 

happens.” She also pinpoints “fresh, 
fun and folksy” as a trending theme, 
inspired by traditional Scandinavian 
design.

TipTip

amara.com

USE WHAT YOU 
ALREADY HAVE, 

WHETHER THAT’S FROM 
INSIDE THE HOUSE OR 

A BIRTHDAY PARTY YOU 
THREW EARLIER IN THE 

YEAR. YOU’LL SPEND 
LESS AND ACHIEVE A 

RUSTIC FEEL 
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The Crate and Barrel team have 
tapped into recurring festive themes 
as key to this year’s celebrations. Says 
Rasha: “There are three key trends for 
2022, the first is mixing neutral tones 
with organic textures, such as white, 
frosty, and woodsy elements in your 
tree, with a sprinkle of Champagne or 
gold to elevate and add warmth.” White 
frosted or flocked Christmas trees are 
also back in fashion and have the added 
bonus of not shedding like real fir trees. 
Timeless, and traditional Christmas 
décor remains a popular go-to, but eco-
friendly seasonal décor is also on the 
rise, as Rhena explains: “The focus is 
on a light two-tone colour scheme with 
pale, light and pine greens set against 
white backdrops and rustic elements. 
This trend also plays with organic 

TipTip
GO ECO-FRIENDLY 

AND DRESS A 
NON-TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS TREE, 

SUCH AS AN INDOOR 
FIDDLE PLANT, OLIVE 

TREE OR CACTUS

Crate and Barrel

Crate and Barrel

INSPIRATION | festive flair

touches, such as recycled cotton, 
linen, wood, and stone.” 

Festive flowFestive flow
If you want your festive theme 
to flow throughout the home, the 
secret is picking a colour scheme and 
sticking to it, according to Hanne. “This 
will help connect the various rooms. 
Choose focal areas in each room and 
go all out with the décor; it will make 
more of an impact than spreading it 
thin, with bits and pieces all over.” 
Rhena suggests having more than one 
tree to create a sense of abundance, 
with a ‘tree forest’ a real conversation 
starter. “Garlands aren’t just for trees 
and can be wrapped around a stairwell 
or placed on a sideboard while a glass 
jar filled with baubles makes a great 

blivinguae.com  | 23

Our designers 
share their 
favourite festive 
memories
“My favourite décor 
elements have to be 
delicate glass Christmas 
baubles. Every year, my 
mom would buy a new 
set and I would play with 
them before helping 
to decorate our tree. 
These are some of my 
most cherished family 
memories.” Luiza

“Growing up in Norway, 
one of the highlights 
of the festive season 
was decorating my  
grandparents’ tree on the 
evening of 23rd December. 
Amazing smells would 
come from the kitchen 
and mingle with the scent 
of fresh fir. I remember, in 
particular, some feathered 
bird decorations that 
we placed on top of the 
tree. A friend gifted me a 
similar set several years 
ago and they are among 
my favourites.” Hanne

“Back in the ‘90s, a 
neighbour would invite 
my family to her home 
for a fun pre-Christmas 
gathering. One of my 
favourite – and more 
unusual - decorative 
elements were sprouted 
lentils and chickpeas 
that took days to turn 
into green seedlings. We 
would then use these 
seedlings to add a realistic 
touch to the nativity 
scene, to which we would 
also add metal reindeer 
and other miniature 
ornaments, gently lit by 
a string of festive fairy 
lights.” Rasha

Designed_by_AMARA

TipTip
LAYER ON 
SEASONAL 

SCENTS SUCH AS 
CINNAMON, PINE, 

FIR, GINGERBREAD 
AND PEPPERMINT 
TO EVOKE FOND 

FESTIVE MEMORIES

amara.com
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centerpiece.” For Luiza, the festive mood 
needs to start at the entrance as guests 
are welcomed. “Set the mood with 
lighting, scented candles and wall décor 
to bring the season to life,” she says. 
This could include cozying up the living 
room with plump cushions and blankets 
for the sofa,  with background notes of 
music and softly-lit lamps. “We can’t 
forget the bedroom, where those looking 
for a more traditional feel can go for 
printed instead of embroidered and 
block-coloured instead of patchwork, to 
add a modern touch while keeping the 
folksy feel,” she adds. Colour palettes 
should be vibrant with bright reds and 
lively pattens that add a positive note to 
shared living spaces. 

THE One

First impressions
A tradition dating back to the 
16th century, festive wreaths 
have long adorned the door 
to our homes as a symbolic 
welcome message. Take 
them indoors as well to hang 
around mirrors, for an eye-
catching table centrepiece, 
or create an entire collage 
mde up of different sizes and 
styles. 

amara.com
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Personality injectionPersonality injection
The perfect time of year to explore 
personal creativity and add a bold 
injection of personality to the home, you 
don’t have to be an interior designer 
to create something magical, says 
Rasha. “It can be as simple as mixing 
and matching vintage cushions with 
a ‘60s colour palette with the latest 
collections; using fairy lights to map out 
a Christmas tree on a feature wall; or 
giving old decorations a contemporary 
revamp.”

Hanne suggests keeping any theme 
in tune with the look and feel of your 
home and aligned with personal tastes. 
“This is more important than trends. 
Combine your festive décor with 
frames, vases, statues, candle holders 
and other ornaments that you already 
have displayed around the house,” 
she notes. She also suggests creating 
personalised place settings for guests 
and serving traditional festive food 
from your home country. “As a finishing 
touch, candles fragranced with your 
favourite seasonal scents add a little 
extra something.”

IKEA

IKEA

festive flair  | INSPIRATION

TipTip
LOOK TO TACTILE 

TEXTURES AND PRINTS 
INSPIRED BY AN 

AUTUMNAL, EARTHY, 
GREEN PALETTE TO 

CREATE A MOOD THAT’S 
HEARTWARMING AND 

NOSTALGIC. ADD A 
TOUCH OF YELLOW TO 

MAKE IT POP
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Back to basicsBack to basics
It’s all very well to go wild and break 
with tradition, but there are still some 
basics to bear in mind. According to 
Sam, elegance and structure are the 
design tenets to follow when extending 
your décor theme throughout the home. 
“And don’t forget the smallest room in 
the house – perfect for a festive scented 
candle and an ornament too.” Size 
does matter when talking Christmas 
trees, as Hanne explains: “A tree that’s 
a suitable size for your home is the 
first step before adding warm string 
lights.” Her checklist also includes 

Deck the halls
Crowd around the kitchen 
or dining table and spend 
an afternoon making 
DIY decorations. Create 
cutout paper snowflakes 
and personalise Christmas 
stockings with iron-on 
patches and colourfast 
markers.

Challenge the family to 
each design their own 
festive door wreath using 
recycled or recyclable 
materials, such as bottle 
corks, old decorations, 
dried orange slices, 
cinnamon sticks, and 
more.  

Pick up some cheap 
picture frames and create 
a one-of-a-kind festive 
gallery where each 
member of the family has 
to paint their own unique 
work of art to hang on the 
wall.

Order in a plain 
gingerbread house 
or make your own 
gingerbread people 
cookies to decorate with 
icing and glitter sprinkles. 
They make excellent end-
of-term teacher gifts too!

Spray paint giant 
pinecones gold and pile 
high in a wooden bowl 
dressed with a green 
velvet ribbon for your 
festive table centerpiece; 
then glue smaller painted 
pinecones onto plain 
napkin rings to complete 
the look.

a door wreath and paper star – or 
several – placed in the window or 
above the dining table, and candles 
as must haves for the festive season. 
Luiza agrees and flags lighting as key 
to tying a theme together. “Spruce up 
interiors with a combination of bright 
and moody lights to capture the spirit 
of the season and instantly enhance 
the look of your home.” Rhena’s list 
errs towards tradition, with ribbons 
and pine branches as décor essentials, 
tartan stockings for Father Christmas 
to find, and a statement tree topper.

Flurry ceramic hurricane, Dhs 85,  
Crate and Barrel

Bregenz sweater 
pillow cover, Dhs 215 

Crate and Barrel

ORLA throw, Dhs 995
THE One

Gisela Graham peacock 
feather wreath, Dhs 270 

amara.com

FESTIVE ADDITIONS 

VINTERFINT hanging 
decorations, set of two,
Dhs 49, IKEA

Twinkling reindeer head, Dhs 321 
amara.com
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HOMES | at home with

Caroline Labouchere invites 
us into her Jumeirah Heights 

duplex where the interior style 
is delightfully multisensory

bhomes.com | 29



30 | bhomes.com

lighting delivers, and this is also 
why we chose to have ceiling fans 
in every room, which also add 
movement,” adds Caroline.

The spine of the original staircase 
was also opened up with a simple 
wrought-iron banister and its 
ribbon-like design gently wending 
its way upstairs to Caroline’s 
mezzanine level workspace.

Continuity comes in the form of 
high-spec waterproof wood laminate 
flooring from Floorworld, with 
upstairs featuring a slightly lighter 
colour choice, softened throughout 
with an eclectic selection of rugs.

As is so often the case, the 
design brief evolved during the 

project lifespan. Says David: “We 
wanted quality throughout, and 
this meant that we did ask for 
variation as we went along, but BW 
Interiors did a wonderful job and 
we got exactly what we wanted.”

It was the kitchen that underwent 
the biggest transformation, and it’s 
now a repository of secret storage 
genius, as Caroline explains: “It was 
originally all black with a cooker 
hood looming over a central island. It 
absolutely had to go, with a bespoke 
kitchen in white our preference.

“We also wanted to make the best 
use of the available space, and so we 
have ingeniously designed drawers 
within drawers and inset storage 

We love the interplay of 
light and shadow

“We’ve been married 31 years 
and have lived in 18 different 
houses, but this is our first home,” 
is Caroline’s opening statement, 
and one that, initially, takes 
me somewhat by surprise.

All is explained, however, by 
husband David, a former senior British 
army officer whose military career 
saw him serve  all over the world, with 
the couple – and their two children – 
living in company accommodation.

Now empty nesters, the decision 
to put down roots in Dubai wasn’t 
originally on the cards, with the UK 
their first thought, but when the 
Jumeirah Heights duplex “popped 
up”, it was love at first sight.

“We didn’t look at anything else 
after that. It was the ceiling height 
and the sense of space that captivated 
us on the first viewing,” says David.

The couple lead extremely busy 
lives with Caroline an international 
model and public advocate for 
women’s health and longevity, 
while David is a high-performance 
coach and motivational speaker, 
yet they have spared no time or 
effort in ploughing both style and 
personality into the residence.

A two-bedroom duplex with 
a deceptively expansive sense of 
space, thanks to the double height 
ceiling and open plan design, the 
interior has been cleverly designed 
to maximise the footprint while 
remaining uncluttered and inviting.

In terms of design brief, Caroline 
and David had a clear vision: 
“Simplicity was paramount, but 
with textural elements to create 
a sensory environment.”

Relocating from a large villa, this 
presented quite the challenge when 
it came to downsizing furniture 
and personal possessions, but David 
happily admits that they were 
”pretty ruthless” when it came to 
down to making tough decisions.

The couple went with BW 
Interiors to project manage the 
renovation and the space was 
stripped back to bare concrete 
with the interior doors the sole 
remaining feature from the original 
design – and these were repainted.

“We love the interplay of light 
and shadow that the floor-to-
ceiling windows, shutters and 

At home with | INSPIRATION
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COMMISSIONED 
ARTWORK FROM BEA 

BEA ART STUDIO

INGENIOUS SECRET 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS
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custom made by MAFCO but paired 
with off-the-shelf solutions from 
Homesmiths, that keep everything 
tidied away but easily accessible.” 

This includes a faultlessly organised 
spice drawer that fills me with envy, 
and a hidden gem butler pantry-
cupboard that opens up to reveal a 
coffee nook, microwave and toaster.

“One thing we absolutely can’t do 
without is our Qooker tap, especially 
for sparkling water,” she laughs.

The couple very much wanted to 
be hands-on when it came to sourcing 
fixtures, fittings and finishes, whether 
it was the eye-catching faux antler 
horn chandelier in the living room 
or the high-quality Bagnodesign 
(Sanipex) bathroom elements. 

“In our downstairs loo we opened 
up the space by finishing one entire 
wall with outsized bevel-edged 
mirror tiles, which a lovely gentleman 

from Glass Sea Trading in Satwa 
hand-cut for us,” remarks David.

The two main bathrooms are 
also designed to David’s exacting 
specifications, with extra-large 
doorless walk-in shower stalls a key 
feature, along with a gorgeously 
deep sunken bath in the master. Both 
lead off storage space-savvy custom 
MAFCO-made dressing rooms with 
the master also featuring motion-
sensor lighting and a fingertip 
sensor-locked jewellery drawer.

Caroline’s master bedroom is the 
perfect retreat from the outside 
world, with a generously proportioned 
terrace a lush green complement to 
the pale blue and cream interior.

Here, the use of mirrors on 
the bedroom sliding door has 
again opened up the space with 
an intimate collection of personal 
artworks and duo of stunning 

We’ve been married 31 years and have lived in 18 
different houses, but this is our first home

At home with | INSPIRATION
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SPACE SAVVY 
CUSTOM-DESIGNED 

DRESSING ROOM 
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Simplicity was paramount, but 
with textural elements to create 

a sensory environment

hanging globe table lamps from Al 
Quoz-based antiques warehouse 
Tarrab adding stylish balance.

Back downstairs in the light-filled 
open plan living space, my eye is drawn 
to a dark wooden sideboard that is 
clearly a family heirloom. Says David: 
“This was my grandmother’s sideboard. 
It has lovely texture and finish to 
it, and by presenting it against a 
stark, modern backdrop, it really 
brings out the beauty of the piece.”

Looking around, I see a lot of blank 
wall space with only the occasional 
strategically sited artwork. This was 
a deliberate decision on their part, 
as Caroline explains: “I’m also an 
artist, and while we have a sizeable 
collection of artwork from our world 
travels, we didn’t want to crowd the 
walls or emphasise the architectural 
cutouts, which we’re not fond of.

“So, we selected just a few 
meaningful pieces including a painting 
by locally based abstract artist Beata 
Pekalska, which specially includes a 
hint of gold that is carried through 
to the opposite wall with a piece that 
belonged to my grandmother.”

Another favourite area is David’s 
office, which leads off the living and 
dining space and which doubles as 
a guestroom. I’m left wondering, 
however, where the guest bed is as, at 
first glance, I can only see bookshelves, 
an antique style desk and (happily 
occupied) wicker dog basket.

The big reveal is a classic pulldown 
Murphy bed, tucked away inside what 
I thought was a storage cupboard. 
“This is a very happy and peaceful 
space for me to work in but then it’s 
easily switched out to essentially 
become a hotel room, with its own 
en suite bathroom,” David notes.

A home that feels immediately 
inviting, oozes comfort, speaks 
to a globetrotting lifestyle and 
yet skilfully manages to keep the 
minutiae of everyday life neatly 
tucked away, are the Labouchere’s’ 
boots firmly on the ground for now?

Caroline laughs, and says: “We love 
the close-knit friendly community 
here, our daughter lives just down the 
road, and we’re really enjoying living 
in our own home. There’s a first time 
for everything and it’s never too late 
to go after what you want in life; so 
we’re not going anywhere soon.”
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Step into the Raven-Wrights’ boho 
inspired Dubai Hills garden 

Sense of
place
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Swapping a much-loved Palm 
Jumeirah apartment home for a 

Dubai Hills Estate villa in the Sidra 
community was a natural progression 
for Hannah Raven-Wright and her 
growing family.

“After having our two girls, Ivy and 
Olivia, we really needed somewhere 
bigger and quieter – with a garden – 
while still being close to the city. We 
chose Dubai Hills because of its fairly 
central location and the incredible 
facilities on our doorstep,” she says. 

The Raven-Wrights made the big 
move in September 2021, and while 
the villa’s overall layout ticked a 
lot of boxes it was obvious, from the 
beginning, that the garden would 
be a challenge, as she explains: “It 
was literally a sandpit, so a lot of 
visualisation was needed. For months 
we just lived with a mound of sand and 
a trampoline, but it was always sitting 
at the top of my renovation list.” 

Enlisting the expert help of a 
landscaping firm was a priority and 
Hannah brought in local landscapers, 
Desert Dunes, to bring the family’s 
sandy reality to lush, verdant life. “We 
found them through a neighbour’s 

recommendation, whose pool and 
garden were very similar to what we 
wanted. 

“I’d always recommend using a 
contractor who is familiar with your 
community as they will have dealt 
with the developer for permits and 
will know the drill; plus, they will be 
familiar with the builds.”

Hannah also went one step further 
and spoke to other Desert Dunes 
clients. “You should always get recent 
recommendations and visit current 
sites. I was a real busybody, but it 
was important to get feedback from 
current and past clients.” 

Pinterest layouts in hand and a 
clear vision in mind, Hannah tasked 
the team with transforming her mood 
boards into a design blueprint. “We 
wanted it to be as green as possible 
to offset the desert surroundings. It 
also had to be functional for us as a 
family.”

Desert Dunes also advised on the 
ergonomics as well as municipality 
regulations. Says Hannah: “It isn’t 
the most enormous garden compared 
to some, but I was determined to be 
clever when it came to dividing up the 

I wanted plants and trees that would move in the 
breeze to create sound and shadow

space in order to be able to have all 
the areas we wanted. 

“This included a pool, which we 
positioned vertically to maximise 
space, as well as soft play areas 
for the girls, pergola seating and a 
barbecue area. It was also extremely 
important that the kids’ playthings be 
strategically sited along the side of the 
house and out of view.”

When it came to creating a sense of 
place, Hannah was adamant that the 
garden should incorporate life and 
movement, as she explains: “I wanted 
plants and trees that would move in 
the breeze to create sound and shadow 
and provide a contrasting lift to static 
elements such as tiles and glass.” 

She selected Balinese Sukabumi 
pool tiles for a boho feel but decided 
to opt for fake grass as an easy-to-
clean family friendly compromise.  
The outdoor kitchen tiles came from 
local brand Mosaico with other 
tiling sourced from RAK Ceramics. 
Affordable outdoor chairs were found 
at home décor store, Haute Bohème, 
a boutique Dubai brand that imports 
beautiful boho items from South 
Africa.
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HOMEMADE PIZZA 
WITH FRIENDS ON A 

WINTER EVENING WHILE 
THE KIDS RUN RIOT IS 
HANNAH’S IDEA OF A 
PERFECT WEEKEND

outdoor space | INSPIRATION 
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Seeing the children be able to play safely 
outside and throwing the back doors open 

on a weekend morning is bliss

blivinguae.com  | 41

A WORK IN PROGRESS, 
HANNAH PLANS TO 

PAINT THE PLAYHOUSE 
ALL WHITE TO 

COMPLEMENT THE 
OVERALL GARDEN 

AESTHETIC

“Finishing touches like our pool 
towels, parasol and lilos are from 
Aussie brand, Sunnylife, and bring 
some Bondi cool and colour to 
the garden with touches of pink 
throughout. The children’s playhouse 
came from First Cry and the plants 
from the helpful team at Fine City in 
Warsan,” she remarks.

While the garden is still growing in, 
Hannah is eagerly waiting for the day 
when her Washingtonia palms bring 
some much-needed height to add more 
privacy. “But that’s the beauty of a 
garden; it grows and evolves, and you 
can add to it each season as and when 
you are able to, and in time it will 
become greener and wilder,” she notes.

Delivered on time by the Desert 
Dunes team, who she would 
recommend in a heartbeat, the garden 
has become central to family life. 
“Seeing the children be able to play 
safely outside and throwing the back 
doors open on a weekend morning 
with BBC Radio 2 on while having a 
lazy breakfast in the garden is bliss. 

“It’s also so much easier with young 
kids to have friends come to you, and 
we love that we’re able to do that 
now. Homemade pizza with friends 
on a winter evening with the children 
running riot – it doesn’t get better 
than that.”

Her parting advice is to always 
listen to your gardener. “We lost a 
few plants over the summer, which 
was a lesson as I’d been advised that 
some tropical plants wouldn’t do so 
well in sunnier areas. There are many 
nice native options that withstand 
the heat beautifully. Frangipani and 
Washingtonias are my favourite.” 

outdoor space | INSPIRATION 
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Inside a dramatic kitchen 
transformation at Dubai 
Creek Harbour 

MALE MALE 
ORDER ORDER 
KITCHENKITCHEN
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D
ark and masculine was the client brief for 
this Dubai Creek Harbour apartment kitchen 
transformation, which gave Priya Antin, 

Head of Design of home renovation specialists, 
The aCross Designs, plenty of scope to go big and 
bold.

“Purchased by a young visiting professional 
from the UK who fell in love with Dubai and 
decided to stay, the original aesthetic and 
functionality didn’t make the best of the available 
space, so a complete renovation was needed,” says 
Priya.

The client, who heard about The aCross Designs 
through a combination of personal research and 
client recommendations, was looking for an expert 
team able to design and build a highly customised 
kitchen that factored in form, function and feel.

Priya elaborates, and says: “The original 

Before
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Better Living X SMART RENOVATION

Q What do homeowners need 
to consider when designing 

spaces for entertaining? 

A It all starts with a detailed lifestyle 
brief. Your interior designer really 

needs to understand how you live and 
how you like to entertain, whether it’s 
formal dinners, casual gatherings with 
friends or extravagant parties. Based 
on this, the layout may incorporate a 
social kitchen with hidden wet kitchen 
area, an open plan dining room, and a 
seamless flow into your outdoor space 
with no psychological or architectural 
barriers.

Q What are the must-do’s for 
the perfect dining room or 

integrated entertainment area?

A First and foremost, a proper 
dining table with enough space 

to sit and move around comfortably. 
If casual dining is your style, we 
recommend an open social kitchen with 
a separate wet kitchen. This creates 
an environment for naturally flowing 
interaction with your guests. It’s also 
important to avoid the use of dramatic 
colours or artwork that may detract 
from the dining experience; we suggest 
soft, warm colours and, ideally, a 
window or patio doors opening out onto 
the garden.

Q Are formal dining rooms 
still in vogue? What are the 

current trends?

A Formal dining has all but 
disappeared and many cultures 

now prefer a more relaxed experience. 
We would urge homeowners to welcome 
guests to experience your home in its 
entirety, not just into a segregated 
space. You want to showcase your 
personality and lifestyle, to make them 
feel welcomed and part of the family. 
Open kitchen and integrated dining 
spaces are trending everywhere.

Q Do kitchen and dining spaces 
demand big budgets?

A You can have an affordable IKEA 
kitchen or commission a bespoke 

top-of-the-range option; at the end 
of the day your focus needs to be on 
quality, practicality and longevity. 
Brands such as Smart Kitchens are 
budget friendly while delivering high 
quality. The high cost of dining chairs 
often surprises our clients so it’s worth 

Ask Ask 
Marco Marco 
and and 
CinziaCinzia

taking your time and hunting around.  
The dining tabletop should be integrated 
with the overall aesthetic of your home 
to continue the flow and feel, or else be 
neutral. For example, marble could be a 
key motif used elsewhere in the house. 
Lighting is also key as you don’t want 
harsh light while you eat. Think soft 
diffused lighting, from console table 
lamps to over the table options.

Q Where do people go wrong 
with open plan entertaining? 

A It all comes down to the kitchen. 
If you want the perfect open plan 

entertaining area then the kitchen 
needs to both reflect the style of the 
overall home and be integrated in such 

Accoladed as Highly Recommended Boutique Firm of 
the Year at the 2022 Design Middle East Awards, our 
Smart Renovation power couple talk home entertaining

a way as to be sleek and functional 
without looking like an everyday 
kitchen. This means no wall cabinets, 
no use of bright whites or other classic 
kitchen palettes and absolutely no 
cluttered countertops.

Q Any quick tips for affordable 
renovations?

A Make small but meaningful 
changes, from switching out 

the lighting to repainting the walls, 
different artworks or installing a 
good quality wooden floor for a visual 
transformation.  
 
For more information, go to 
smartrenovation.ae
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Kitchen 
confidential 
Not every kitchen that looks good aesthetically 

is necessarily a well-designed and functional 
space. If it doesn’t nail both criteria then it isn’t a 

working kitchen.

If extensive everyday use is the name of the 

game then dark-coloured cabinets are not the 

best option, as lighter finishes don’t show wear 

and tear so easily.

Open kitchens look great, but they really aren’t 

suitable for families who love using strongly 

scented spices or pungent ingredients.

If a kitchen island is also going to be a 

designated meal area for children, then ensure 

that it is big enough to avoid potential stovetop 

accidents.

Porcelain or quartz countertops win out over 

natural marble or granite as they are offer stain-

proof and heat resistant.

Opt for an undermount sink as opposed to a 

counter mounted one for easier maintenance.

semi-closed kitchen was boxy 
and disconnected from the living 
room, with its fantastic harbour 
views. By optimising the footprint 
and bringing in bespoke elements 
in terms of colour palette and 
materials, this was a solid 
foundation on which to create a 
unique, dedicated kitchen area that 
would seamlessly integrate with the 
living space.”

The time-sensitive client was also 
keen to source a quality kitchen at a 
“justifiable price” without having to 
wait for three to four months before 
having a fully-operational space, as 
is the case with imported kitchens.

Brands that made the grade 
included Egger, for cabinets;  Blum, 
for hinges and drawers; Häfele 
kitchen fittings; Qooker tap; and 
SapienStone for the countertops.

THE VERDICT
“The client was thrilled with 

the quality finish, the swift 

turnaround for the project, 

and the turnkey project 

management, which meant 

that he didn’t have to deal with 

multiple points of contact to 

push through all the required 

permits.”

Finish, durability and on-time 
delivery were, therefore, the three 
key criteria that Priya and her 
team had to navigate. “The owner 
was also looking for a company 
that could make cabinets, manage 
any and all related civil MEP, and 
basically provide a turnkey service 
with a single point of contact,” she 
remarks,

The brief also provided scope for 
The aCross Designs to suggest its 
own design inspiration, as Priya 
explains: “The client wanted a very 
modern, open, dark kitchen with a 
masculine feel to it. 

We suggested reconfiguring 
the pantry area, which featured a 
window overlooking the sea. He had 
no use for it, so we designed a small 
bar area so he could enjoy a drink 
and the view at the same time.”
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Meet the agentsMeet the agents

Three leading agents at Betterhomes give us an  
exclusive look at a selection of the best homes for  
sale in the neighbourhoods they know and love

PROPERTIESPROPERTIES
HOTHOT

KaralinaKaralina
Downtown DubaiDowntown Dubai
“I’m responsible, 
attentive and have 
strong negotiation 
skills. One of my former 
clients described me as 
‘extremely transparent’. 
With a strong knowledge 
of the market, and a pink 
suit, what else could you 
want for in an agent?”

AlexandreAlexandre
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al  Mohammad Bin Rashid Al  
Maktoum CityMaktoum City
“With over a decade of high-profile international 
market experience, I specialise in building 
trustworthy relationships with all my clients. 
Tenacity, determination and dedication fuel my 
love for real estate and personalised, premium 
customer service is my promise.”

JamieJamie
Dubai MarinaDubai Marina
“My design degree has given 
me an eye for good-looking 
homes and I’m passionate 
about providing a premium 
personalised experience. I’ve 
helped individuals, investors 
and developers purchase 
some of Dubai’s most exciting 
properties and I regularly 
receive glowing reviews about 
my attention to detail.”
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AED3.55 million
Attareen Residences,  
Old Town Island
A Versace design interior, Italian custom 
kitchen, gold tiling and private garden 
featuring a hot tub make this the perfect 
pad for high-end entertaining. Available 
for sale with furnishings. To find out 
more, call me quoting the reference 
code BHM-S-563545 RERA Permit No. 
59181 Bed: 2  Bath: 2 Parking: 1   
Size: 1,545 sqft

My top picks inMy top picks in    
Downtown Dubai  Downtown Dubai  
To view one of these gorgeous 
apartments, call me on  
055 854 3672

AED4.8 million
Burj Vista 2, Downtown Dubai
A spacious apartment with full Burj Khalifa 
view and lots of natural light, enjoy the city 
skyline from the elegant balcony that spans 
the entire length of the property. 
To find out more, call me quoting the 
reference code BHM-S-178655 RERA Permit 
No. 59181 Bed: 3  Bath: 5 Parking: 2   
Size: 1,933 sqft

The perfect pad 
for high-end 
entertaining 

V i e w m o r e l i s t i n g s a t b h o m e s . c o m 

AED1.85 million 
Downtown Views,  
Downtown Dubai
Upgraded to a superb spec, high-floor 
living is just an express elevator ride away 
with a direct extension to Dubai Mall an 
added bonus. Wooden floors, kitchen 
white goods and unrestricted views from 
your private balcony are the cherry on 
top. To find out more, call me quoting 
the reference code BHM-S-563352  
RERA Permit No. 57022 Bed: 1 Bath: 2 
Parking: 2  Size: 883 sqft
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Cassia at The Fields, District 11
A prime corner plot due for handover 
in Q2 2023, and located adjacent to 
the community park, be wowed by the 
villa’s innovative architectural design, 
first-class neighbourhood amenities, 
and three-year post-handover payment 
plan. To find out more, call me quoting 
the reference code BHM-S-177800 RERA 
Permit No. 54081 Bed: 4 Bath: 4 Parking: 
2 Size: 3,145 sqft

AED4 million

AED10.9 million
District One Villas, District One  
This brand-new contemporary villa ticks 
all the luxury boxes with private pool, 
landscaped garden, huge living area, 
two kitchens, maid’s and driver’s room 
plus a lift; with the Meydan cycling track 
and crystal lagoon on your doorstep.
To find out more, call me quoting the 
reference code BHM-S-563131 Permit 
No. 54081 Bed: 4 Bath: 5 Parking: 2  
Size: 6,220 sqft

AED12.2 million
District One Villas, District One
At the heart of the upmarket Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum City community, 
this impressive family home features two 
kitchens, maid’s and driver’s rooms, a laundry 
room and expansive living space including 
a formal lounge and dining. To find out 
more, call me quoting the reference code 
BHM-S-563141 RERA Permit No. 54081  Bed: 5 
Bath: 6 Parking: 2 Size: 6,834 sqft

My top picks inMy top picks in    
Mohammad Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al  Bin Rashid Al  
Maktoum CityMaktoum City
If you’d like to view any of these 
apartments, call on 055 456 1851
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My top picks inMy top picks in  
Dubai Marina
Interested to meet me and see these places? 
Call me on 058 511 9476 to discuss

Price upon request
Al Sahab 1, Dubai Marina
One-of-a-kind rare find, this fully upgraded triplex 
features waterfront balcony views, a top floor garden 
terrace, wooden flooring throughout and separate 
maid’s quarters. To find out more, call me quoting 
the reference code BHM-S-550120 RERA Permit No. 
7115631600 Bed: 3 Bath: 5 Parking: 2 Size: 3,073 sqft

AED3.5 million
The Address Dubai Marina, 
Dubai Marina 
Hotel style living with access to 
a breathtaking infinity pool is 
complemented by unobstructed marina 
views and direct connection to the mall. 
Currently rented with an ROI of 8.57% this 
offers perfect investor potential. To find 
out more, call me quoting the reference 
code BHM-S-562628 RERA Permit No. 
7127005300 Bed: 3  Bath: 3 Parking: 2 
Size: 1,867 sqft

AED3.4 million
Central Tower, Dubai Marina
Party like a rockstar with soundproof flooring 
a key feature of this stunningly upgraded full 
marina view apartment complete with Bosch 
kitchen appliances, NEST Smart Home system 
and laundry room. To find out more, call me 
quoting the reference code BHM-S-557209 
RERA Permit No. 7155362390 Bed: 3 Bath: 3 
Parking: 2 Size: 1,520 sqft

Soundproof 
flooring is a key 
feature of this 
upgraded villa



50 | bhomes.com

Home to what is one of the world’s 
most progressive and diverse 
property markets, Dubai is at the 
forefront of innovative architecture 
and state-of-the-art interior design.

Brought to you by Prime by 
Betterhomes, we want to celebrate 
the wealth of design diversity 
locked away behind the doors of 
the city’s most sought-after homes, 
showcase hidden interior gems, 

and highlight why Dubai is the real 
estate investment destination of 
choice.

A first-of-its-kind awards series, 
Dubai’s Top 50 Homes is open to 
remarkable homes and equally 
remarkable homeowners, interior 
designers and architects with 
noteworthy projects to nominate.

From cutting-edge designs to 
architectural masterpieces, we 

are looking for the best of the 
best in kitchen design, unique 
entertainment spaces, living areas, 
sustainability and outdoor design.

A total of 10 prestigious awards 
in three categories (see right hand 
page for further details) are on 
offer, with a high-profile jury panel 
of six industry experts ready to 
evaluate entries based on aesthetic, 
scientific and practical efficiency.  

The search is on...
...to find the city’s most remarkable residences as Prime by 

Betterhomes unveils the inaugural edition of the Dubai’s Top 
50 Homes awards. Could you be a winner?

bhomes.com | 51

Competition| PROPERTY

Among the nominations for 
Dubai’s Top 50 Homes is 
this stunning Jumeirah Golf 
Estate mansion. The beautiful 
six-bedroom, ten-bathroom 
villa is home to successful 
entrepreneur Kelly Hodgkin.

Dara John Towhidi 
Award-winning 
architect and founder 
of Design Tomorrow. 
Integral to Dubai’s 
design community and 
sits on the Advisory 
Board for architecture 
at AUD.

Anam Clarke  
Founder and CEO of 
The Designers’ Studio, 
comes with immense 
talent and a keen eye 
for detail, with over 
ten years of interior 
design experience. 

Antonio Lo Gatto 
President of Middle 
East Fashion Week 
and former owner 
of an interior 
design company in 
Switzerland, he lives 
and breathes style.

Zahra Abdalla  
Author of an award-
winning cookbook 
and founder of Zahra’s 
Kitchen, knows exactly 
what makes beautiful 
and functional kitchens 
and living spaces. 

Kamelia Zaal 
Managing Director 
of an award-winning 
landscape design 
studio and one 
of Dubai’s most 
renowned landscape 
designers. 

Victoria Thatcher 
Co-Owner and 
Managing Director of 
Hot Media, specialises 
in creating content 
for local and global 
brands focused on 
luxury and interiors.  

Meet the jury

Best Residential Home Awards

• Platinum
• Gold
• Silver

Design Category Awards

• Best Garden & Landscaping
• Best Balcony & Terrace
• Best Bathroom
• Best Kitchen
• Best Entertainment Area
• Best Sustainable Home

People’s Choice Award

• Selected by the public through our 
online voting system

The categories

Submit your 
nomination
Go to www.top50homes.com and 
complete the online nomination form 
by providing as much information as 
possible in response to the questions. 
This includes 300 words on why this 
property deserves to be a category 
winner and a minimum of five photos 
to showcase the property interiors.
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Join us onlineJoin us online
Looking for more design inspiration? Join us on blivinguae.com  
for exclusive content, interior-based news and more local homes

FOLLOW US FOR MORE
FOLLOW US AT @BLIVINGUAE AND 
USE THE HASHTAG #BLIVINGUAE 
FOR A CHANCE TO BE FEATURED

LIKE OUR PAGE @BLIVINGUAE FOR 
MORE TOP TIPS AND ADVICE AT 
YOUR FINGERTIPS



Wall: DARK INK, DARK INK BRICK
Floor: DARK INK
Wash basin: RAK-CLOUD
Mirror: RAK-JOY UNO


